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House Bill 1678 proposes to alter the definition of historic property in Chapter 6E, Hawaii
Revised Statutes (HRS) from “a property over fifty years old” to “a property over seventy-five
years old.” It further clarifies that nothing in Chapter 6E, HRS, shall be construed to require
review by the Department of Land and Natural Resources (Department) of a private residence
fifty or more year sold that has not been entered into or nominated by the owner of the residence
for entry, onto the Hawaii Register of Historic Places (Hawaii Register). The Department
acknowledges the intent of this measure and recommends that it be held without action.

House Bill 1678 addresses a real problem and a perceived problem, both of which the
Department is committed to resolving. In 2013, the Department reviewed about 3,000 permit
applications for architectural properties fifty years old or older. There is a common perception
that the Department’s reviews routinely take far longer than they should. During 2013 on
average those reviews took seventeen days, and the most common length for a review was five
calendar days. Only a handful of reviews took the “months” described in SECTION 1 of House
Bill 1678. Perception does not match reality.

The vast majority of those reviews were from properties that the Department regards as historic
only because they meet the overly broad statutory definition, which makes any building over
fifty years old historic. Most of those buildings for which permits were reviewed would not
qualify for inclusion in the Hawaii Register. Even for homes that would qualify for inclusion in
the Hawaii Register, many of the permits reviewed were for activities that would not affect the
qualities of the building qualifying it for the Hawai1 Register.

e The Department recognizes that many of these reviews, even though completed in a very
timely fashion, are simply unnecessary and burden the homeowner, the counties, and the
Department.



This bill shifts the burden of review into the future and interferes with the Department’s
efforts to take care of the issue substantively and permanently.

Consideration of historic properties at fifty years is a widely accepted national standard.

Creating a separation between Hawaii law and the federal framework of historic
preservation would unnecessarily frustrate the Department’s efforts to promote and
provide access to historic tax credits and other historic preservation grants and incentives.

Treating “residential properties” differently pursuant to Chapter 6E, HRS., will slow
down the Department’s efforts to streamline the review process.

Further limiting review of properties through blanket adjustments such as this, guarantees
that many of Hawaii’s valuable heritage resources will be altered, damaged or destroyed.

World War II, Statehood and the Plantation Era all occurred between 1939 and 1964.
This bill would allow vestiges of these histories to be erased.

Certain projects can have an effect on non-architectural properties. A blanket exclusion
from review for properties built from 1939-1964 will almost certainly result in damage to
archeological sites and disturbance of iwi kupuna.

The problem of unnecessary reviews of permit applications arises from the fact that the
Section 6E-2, HRS. defines any building more than fifty years old as a historic property.

Senate Bill 2633 amends Section 6E-2, HRS, to require that the property be at least 50
years old and possess qualities that qualify it for inclusion in the Hawaii Register. The
Department believes that this requirement would resolve the problem of unnecessary
reviews while at the same time protecting Hawai’i’s unique cultural and historic heritage.
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